COMPANION OF THE KING'S SON                              47
As a subterfuge, Henry VIII had proposed that Norfolk
should interview the Pope and attempt to persuade His Holiness
that Henry's actions were not hostile to the papal interests.
But Norfolk's true mission was to alienate Francis from the
Holy See. The French King received Norfolk with great cour-
tesy and treated him with marked favor. Henry's approval of
the Act of Annates, however, precipitated papal action. On
ii July a sentence of greater excommunication was drawn up
against Henry VIII. If the Pope had retained the temporal
authority of which the sentence of greater excommunication
was a relic, the proclamation of this sentence should have de-
prived the English sovereign of his throne. In Pope Clement's
hands, however, this awful ban of the Church was merely a
threat. His own position was so uncertain that he never ven-
tured to assert the traditional authority of papal temporal su-
premacy throughout Christendom by publishing the sentence.
The Pope did, however, have backbone enough to refuse to see
Norfolk and to publish, by the prerogative of his spiritual su-
premacy, a bull excommunicating Henry VIII from the Church
while he lived and condemning him to suffer in hell forever after
he died. This sentence inconvenienced Henry VIII not at all.
His people were not going to repudiate him. Such an act would
plunge the country into anarchy. Moreover, the life-to-come
which commanded the living Henry's interest at this time was
the life-to-come which should provide him with a male heir.
v, The Duke of Norfolk, having failed to obtain an interview
with the Pope, and also having been unable to persuade Francis
to break his appointment with the Holy See for the autumn,
was called back to England in August. Surrey and Richmond
were recalled at the same time. The reason given for the recall
of the two youths was that Henry VIII wished to conclude
the marriage of his son.21
Surrey and Richmond, although they. took their leave of
Francis I at the same time as did the Duke of Norfolk, did not
accompany him to England.22 The Duke arrived hi London the
21 Venise, Palais Ducal, Sanuto diarii, vol. LVHI, p. 218; as printed by Bapst,
p. 194.                                                    ** Chronicle of Calais, p. 44.